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President Obama’s Statement on Syria

“The future of Syria must be determined by its people,
but President Bashar al-Assad is standing in their way.
His calls for dialogue and reform have rung hollow
while he is imprisoning, torturing, and slaughtering his
own people. We have consistently said that President
Assad must lead a democratic transition or get out of
the way. He has not led. For the sake of the Syrian
people, the time has come for President Assad to step
aside.”
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Secretary Clinton on the Situation in Syria

“As President Obama said this morning, no outside
power can or should impose on this transition. It is up
to the Syrian people to choose their own leaders in a
democratic system based on the rule of law and
dedicated to protecting the rights of all citizens,
regardless of ethnicity, religion, sect, or gender.”
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Secretary Clinton on Attacks in Southern Israel

"The United States condemns today's attacks in southern Israel and all acts of terrorism in the strongest terms.
These brutal and cowardly attacks appear to be premeditated acts of terrorism against innocent civilians. Our
deepest condolences go out to the victims, their families and loved ones."

White House Condemns Attacks in Southern Israel

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

We condemn the brutal terrorist attacks in southern Israel today in the strongest terms. Our deepest
condolences go to the victims, their families and loved ones, and we wish those injured a speedy
recovery... we hope that those behind this attack will be brought to justice swiftly.

. CONSULATE GENERAL JERUSALEM - WEEKLY MAILING



http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2011/08/20110818135543su0.2249981.html#axzz1VRxEd324
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2011/08/20110818124617su0.7133404.html#axzz1VRxEd324

Middle East Quartet on New Housing Units in East Jerusalem

The following statement was issued by the Middle East Quartet (United Nations, Russian Federation,
United States, and European Union):

The Quartet is greatly concerned by Israel’s recent announcements to advance planning for new housing
units in Ariel and East Jerusalem, and reiterates its position in this regard, in particular its statement of
March 12, 2010. The Quartet reaffirms that unilateral action by either party cannot prejudge the
outcome of negotiations and will not be recognized by the international community. Jerusalem in
particular is one of the core issues that must be resolved through negotiations between the parties,
which underscores the urgent need for the parties to resume serious and substantive talks. This comes at
a critical juncture with Quartet efforts ongoing to resume negotiations which are the only way to a just
and durable solution to the conflict. The Quartet is determined to pursue its efforts. Ultimately, it is up to
Israeli and Palestinian leaders to make tough decisions and avoid actions by their governments that
undermine the very goals they and we are trying to achieve.
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American Consul General Participates in the Opening Ceremony of PSD Center in Tubas

On August 16, 2011, Partners in Sustainable Development (PSD), in partnership with the Al-Quds Open
University in Tubas, organized a “Ramadan Evening” as part of the “Ramadan Tent Project,” supported by
the U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem. American Consul General Daniel Rubinstein and Tubas Governor
Marwan Tubasi attended the event. Representatives from different sectors in the district also attended
the event.

In his speech, Director of the Tubas Education Bureau Dr. Nidal Abdel Ghafour stated: “The Education and
Community Development Center, established in cooperation with PSD, marks the start of a unique and
ambitious project — NET KETABI — which aims at developing the quality of education and modernizing it to
meet the requirements of this age.”

American Consul General Daniel Rubinstein thanked PSD and the Al-Quds Open University, and expressed
appreciation for the work of devoted volunteers who made sure the evening was a success. “The opening
of the new PSD branch here in Tubas is clear evidence of the many success stories this organization has
achieved so far,” said Consul General Rubinstein.
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MEPI Jerusalem Local Grant Competition

e The MEPI local grant projects promote greater freedom and opportunity for people in the region by helping
partners carry out their innovative project ideas. These grants are also successful in expanding the role of
civil society in identifying local challenges and finding the best solutions to them at the community level.

Palestinian applicants, including individuals and non-governmental organizations (NGO's), should apply
directly to the U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem. More information on local grant projects is listed below.

Local Grant Summaries
About the Program
Guidebook for Local Grant Applicants (PDF 1.6 MB)

Submissions should be emailed to MEPlJerusalem@state.gov no later than August 21, 2011.

Please click here for more info: http://jerusalem.usconsulate.gov/about the program.html

e NEW! Calling all organizations interested in funding from the State Department’s Bureau of Near Eastern
Affairs (NEA), including MEPI. Read this PDF instruction booklet then take the questionnaire to see if your
organization is a good fit for future NEA funding in the areas of political and economic development,
democracy, human rights, freedom of expression, and much more! NEA will notify you if your organization
might be considered for future funding through this opportunity.

Don’t wait to tell us about your work... This opportunity closes on SEPTEMBER 30, 2011.

e MEPI has launched its first ever Information Technology (IT) Partnership Program to link MEPI grantees with
major IT corporations. Through this new partnership, local NGOs will be able to access the latest computer
software, hardware, and related training to improve the effectiveness of their projects, build organizational
capacity, and assist with cementing the long-term sustainability of their work. For more information, please
contact us at mepi-it-partnerships@state.gov
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The Public Affairs Office of the U.S. Consulate General, Jerusalem Announces the Academic Year 2012 - 2013 Hubert Humphrey
Fellowship Program

The Public Affairs Office of the U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem announces the academic year 2012-2013 Hubert Humphrey
Fellowship. This program provides mid-career Palestinians with an opportunity to enhance their professional capabilities through
participation in a specialized year of graduate level, non-degree academic coursework and professional development activities at
selected U.S. universities. The program brings together professionals in leadership positions who have a commitment to public
service and the potential for professional advancement. Programs are individually designed to include coursework, independent
projects, internships, consultations with U.S. experts, and special seminars. To learn more, please visit
www.humphreyfellowship.org

In addition to the pre-academic language training, the Humphrey program also offers a Long Term English Language Training (LTE)
intensive English course of 20 to 25 weeks for candidates with a range of 440 — 500 TOEFL score. The LTE candidates begin their
study program in the United States between January and March 2012 in preparation for the 2012-2013 academic year.

Deadline: September 25, 2011. Late applications will NOT be accepted.
Applications should be submitted online at: http://apply.embark.com/student/humphrey/fellowship/

The following materials must be uploaded in addition to application:

Transcripts (including course listings and grades received) for each higher education degree received;
Recommendation form and letters;

English Language Assessment form

A copy of application should be send to following e-mail address: exchanges@state.gov

Inquiries:
West Bank/East Jerusalem residents: Tel: (02) 622-7107 or exchanges@state.gov
Gaza Residents: Tel: 08-2864-623 OR cell phone: 0599-677-317

The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars is pleased to announce the opening of its 2012-2013 Fellowship
competition. The Center awards approximately 20-25 academic year residential fellowships to individuals from any country with
outstanding project proposals on national and/or international issues. The Center accepts non-advocacy, policy-relevant, fellowship
proposals that address key challenges of past, present, and future issues confronting the United States and the world. Applicants
must hold a doctorate or have equivalent professional experience. The Center also supports projects that intersect with
contemporary policy issues and provide the historical and/or cultural context for some of today’s significant public policy issues.
Fellows are provided stipends (which include round trip travel), private offices, Windows based personal computers, loan privileges
with the Library of Congress, and part-time research assistants.

For more information and application guidelines please contact the Center at:

Tel: 202-691-4170; Fax: 202-691-4001; E mail: fellowships@wilsoncenter.org.

You can apply online or download the application from the Center’s website at http://www.wilsoncenter.org/fellowshipapplication/
Deadline: October 1, 2011

CRDF Global announces first Global Innovation through Science and Technology (GIST) competition:

Innovators, scientists, and entrepreneurs are encouraged to participate in GIST’s multinational technology idea competition. From
July 1 through October 31, CRDF Global will accept two-minute video entries that present technological solutions to economic
problems. Twenty-five semi-finalists will be selected by popular vote on the GIST website and will receive coaching and training. In
late 2011 an expert panel will award $20,000 to the grand prize winner. The top 11 concepts will receive a total of $60,000. Judges
will look for individuals or teams who embrace risk from the GIST-eligible countries, which include the Middle East and North
Africa. The idea should have market traction. The applicant must not have raised capital for the idea before, cannot be
incorporated, and be willing to form a new company. Here is more information:
http://gist.crdfglobal.org/gist-programs/regional-competitions
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Regional and International News
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U.S. Department of State Special Representative to Muslim
Communities Farah Pandith’s Ramadan Message

“As the special representative to Muslim communities here at the U.S. Department of State, | want to wish
Muslims around the world a joyous and reflective Ramadan... it always pleases me to see how Muslim
communities around the world celebrate Ramadan in their unique and rich local traditions. It is one of the
most enjoyable parts of my job. | strongly believe that together we can address the issues of common
concern, whether it is the ongoing famine in the Horn of Africa, the dramatic transformations taking place in
the Middle East, and the bridging of gaps of misunderstanding that plague people of different faiths and
cultures. | wish all of you a blessed month of Ramadan, and | look forward to meeting you either in person or
online in the coming year.”

Thank you!
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